BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B-2163

Address: 318 North Charles Street

Current Name: J. Brown's Jewelry

Block: 580 Lot: 16 Lot size: 23 ft. x 75 ft.
Height: 3 Materials: Brick
Condition: Good Owner: Cecil Brown etal

Use: Commercial Accessible: vyes, unrestricted
Designation: Liber/Folio: RHB 2548/447

Historic Name: John Cook Florist

Date: 1914

Architect/Builder: Walter M. Gieski, arch.
Style (if appropriate): Colonial Revival

Description:Metallic panels conceal the original facing of the storefront up
to the lower cornice. Plate glass display windows and an off-center door
comprise the principal area of the storefront. A sign of applied letters is just
below the lower cornice. Above this cornice, the second and third floors are
faced with flemish bond brick. The three bays of the second floor have a large
8/16 window in the center with a blind arch above. The tympanum of the arch has
a swag and leaf medallion. Stone keys and gauged jack arches accent the outer
bavys, which have &/12 sash. A stone belt course serves as the sill for the third
floor windows. These are 6/6 and also have stone kevs. A modillion cornice and
balustrade conceal a single central dormer in the gable roof. A downspout cup
just below the left side of the cornice bears the date "1914".

Significance:
Area: architecture Level: 1local

The John Cook Florist Shop facade is another variation on the early 20th
century Classical Revival theme of design along Charles Street. In this case, the
variation is the Georgian Colonial Revival. The building was occupied by John
Cook from 1880 to the early 1960's. He acguired possession in 1903 and had
Walter Gieski design a new facade and a rear addition in 1914.

Sources: DR 6-27-14; city directories
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, March 1985
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John Cook Florist B-2163
318 North Charles Street

Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

Date: August 1984

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
East elevation
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

318 North Charles, Lot# 16, is an attached building
of flemish bond brick painted white with dark brown trim.
There is aluminum siding on the first story. The front
facade has 3% stories and three bays,

The first story consists of a rectangular door to the
far right with no transom, no stairs, and/gmall vestibule,
There is one large bay 2x1 to the right.

The second story has one window, 4x6, with a windoq
3%x6 on either side., Each window has a full arched limtel
with a prominent keystone, all of which is painted dark
brown, The center window has a full arched lintel with a
prominent keystone, All the windows have wooden sills,

33

There is a wooden belt course between the seconfl and third
storines,

The third story has three windows with 3x4 panes each,
They all have straight arched lintels with prominent key-
stones., The belt course imakes up the sills, Above the
keystones is a wooden cornice with brackets and on top of
that a ballistrade., One dormir window is situayed in the
center of the gabled roof,

The back of the building is connected to a parking lot
so is not exposed, The building is in porportion with the
rest of the buildings on CHarles Street,
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B-2163

John Cook Florist Shop (J. Brown's Jewelry)
318 N. Charles Street

Block 0580 Lot 016

Baltimore City

qd INVd INIVS

GIS data Courtesy of :
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS ~
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